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God’s Faithfulness 
Hosea 1 

 
Today we continue in our study of Hosea.  Last week, Pastor Stephanie introduced us to the history 
behind Hosea [podcast], and we learned that God has asked Hosea to do what we might deem as 
seemingly impossible: to marry a prostitute.  God asks Hosea to lay aside his dreams of a faithful 
marriage to do something hard.  To do something difficult.  Why?    
 
We also learned from last week that Hosea is a prophet [Verse 2] “When the Lord began to speak 
through Hosea” and Hosea will also have a powerful message to deliver to the Israelites.  What is this 
message?  God will use Hosea in two ways: As a typical prophet where Hosea will deliver a message 
from God, but also God will use Hosea’s life as a message.   
 
Hosea’s life is the message.1  When the message is important, you want people to pay attention.  What 
better way to get people to heed the message than to have your prophet, your have your messenger 
actually live the message.   
 
The message of Hosea’s life has three parts: 

1. The importance of the covenant with us 
2. Our unfaithfulness to the covenant 
3. The redeeming of the covenant 

 
1. The Covenant with Us 
Let’s continue on with Verse 2-3 
 

the Lord said to him, “Go, marry a promiscuous woman and have children with her, for 
like an adulterous wife this land is guilty of unfaithfulness to the Lord.” So he married 
Gomer daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son. 

 
What is God doing?  James Boice, in a frequently cited commentary, describes Hosea’s marriage to 
Gomer as symbolic  of God’s relationship to His people.  Hosea plays the role of God who is always 
faithful.  Gomer plays the role of the unfaithful Israelites.  What is important to stress here is that God 
is using marriage  to describe His relationship to His people.   
 
Throughout the Bible, we constantly see God using marriage language to reveal Himself to us.   
 
Let’s go to Exodus.  Moses has led the Israelites out of Egypt.  Moses goes up Mount Sinai and receives 
the 10 commandments and the laws.  Jewish people would know this as the “ketubah” or the 
vows/promises you make to your spouse.   It’s what the groom and bride agree to.  You didn’t just say 
“I take thee to be my wedded wife to have and to hold . . .”   
 
 

 
1 Hosea predates Marshall McLuhan’s famous quote, “The medium is the message” by over a thousand years.   
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Exodus 24 
He (Moses) got up early the next morning and built an altar at the foot of the mountain 
and set up twelve stone pillars representing the twelve tribes of Israel. 5 Then he sent 
young Israelite men, and they offered burnt offerings and sacrificed young bulls as 
fellowship offerings to the Lord. 6 Moses took half of the blood and put it in bowls, and 
the other half he splashed against the altar. 7 Then he took the Book of the Covenant 
and read it to the people. They responded, “We will do everything the Lord has said; we 
will obey.” 
 
8 Moses then took the blood, sprinkled it on the people and said, “This is the blood of 
the covenant that the Lord has made with you in accordance with all these words.” 

 
This is a wedding ceremony.  The bridegroom is God.2  The bride: The Israelites.  The vows are the Book 
of the Covenant.  The Israelites make the vow “We will do everything the Lord has said, we will obey.”   
 
Why does God use marriage to reveal His relationship to us?   
 
First marriage is a covenant.  It’s an agreement that we see in Genesis and Exodus is sealed in blood.  
This signifies the gravity of the relationship.  God is telling His people – I am your bridegroom.  There 
should be nothing else more important than me (1st commandment).  Second – marriage is a 
partnership. Marty Solomon opines that throughout the Bible, God choose peoples to partner with to 
help bring about His plans of redemption.  Abraham, Jacob, Joseph, Moses – God is entering the lives 
of people and saying “The relationship I want with you is so intimate, so personal, so life changing  – 
enter it with me, and partner with me to bring about redemption to this fallen world. And God is 
saying, I will never let you down.  I will always be faithful.” 
 
But what happens when we are unfaithful?  What happens when we break the covenant?    
 
2. Our unfaithfulness  
 
Verse 2 again:  

Go, marry a promiscuous woman and have children with her, for like an adulterous 
wife this land is guilty of unfaithfulness to the Lord 

This land, the Israelites are guilty of worshiping Baal and other gods.3  The Israelites have broken their 
vows – what was the first one?  Thou shall have no other gods but me.   
 
How devastating is this?  God points to Gomer’s adultery and says, “Imagine you find your spouse in 
the arms of another lover.  Imagine that your spouse has a child with another person.  How broken 

 
2 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.” c 
32This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the church 
3 “But when they came to Baal Peor, they consecrated themselves to that shameful idol” (Hosea 9:10) 
“When Ephraim spoke, people trembled, he was exalted in Israel.  But he became guilty of Baal worship and died.  Now 
they sin more and more; they make idols for themselves. (Hosea 13:1).   
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would you be?  How torn apart?  - This is just a mere glimmer of what it is like when my people turn 
away from me.  
 
Many people have noted that an extramarital affair is devastating.  Some have said it is almost worse 
than the death of your spouse because it is an ultimate at of betrayal.  (sources?) 
 
Through Gomer, we see the devastation caused by unfaithfulness 
 

So he married Gomer daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son. 
 
4Then the Lord said to Hosea, “Call him Jezreel, because I will soon punish the house 
of Jehu for the massacre at Jezreel, and I will put an end to the kingdom of Israel. 
5In that day I will break Israel’s bow in the Valley of Jezreel.” 

 
yiz·rə·‘el = scatter.    
 

[Verse 6] Gomer conceived again and gave birth to a daughter. Then the Lord said 
to Hosea, “Call her Lo-Ruhamah (which means “not loved”), for I will no longer show 
love to Israel, that I should at all forgive them. 
 
[Verse 8] After she had weaned Lo-Ruhamah, Gomer had another son. 9Then 
the Lord said, “Call him Lo-Ammi (which means “not my people”), for you are 
not my people, and I am not your God 

 
Note that it does not say “bore him (Hosea)” and commentators believe that these are two children 
conceived outside of marriage.  And as Gomer turns away from Hosea, she is walking away from 
Hosea’s love (Lo-Ruhamah), she is turning away from Hosea’s presence (Lo-Ammi).  And as the 
Israelites turn away from God, both choose not to enter the love of God, both are choosing to not 
longer be in the presence of God.   
 
Why? Why does Gomer cheat on Hosea?  Why are the Israelites unfaithful?   
 
One of the most striking things, is that by all accounts, Gomer was in a good marriage.  Her husband 
Hosea was faithful and obedient to God – which is the most important thing in a spouse.  We know 
(Hosea 2), that Hosea provides for Gomer.4  And finally, Hosea is faithful.  Hosea never walks away 
from Gomer.  It was well within Hosea’s rights to divorce Gomer.  In fact, Hosea could have put Gomer 
to death.5  But what does Hosea do?  He accepts the children that are not his and adopts them.   

 
4  will go back to my husband as at first, for then I was better off than now.’ She has not 
acknowledged that I was the one who gave her the grain, the new wine and oil, who lavished on 
her the silver and gold— which they used for Baal. 
5 Leviticus 20:10 “‘If a man commits adultery with another man’s wife—with the wife of his neighbor—both the adulterer 
and the adulteress are to be put to death. 
Deuteronomy 22: 22 “If a man is found sleeping with another man’s wife, both the man who slept with her and the woman 
must die. You must purge the evil from Israel.” 
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Likewise, the Israelites were in a happy marriage.  They had land.  A the beginning of Hosea’s prophetic 
career Israel was prosperous.6  But most important, beyond any of this, God was with them.  God loved 
them.   
 
And here is the puzzle.  Why did they cheat?   
 
Esther Perel, prominent psychotherapist who has studied infidelity and wrote an article titled “Why 
Happy People Cheat” – in the Atlantic.  There is this presumption, that when people cheat in their 
marriages, there’s discord within the marriage.  This certainly does happen.  But Perel focuses on 
infidelity within good marriages.   
 
A haunting refrain that Perel hears in her therapy sessions is:  
 
““I love my wife/my husband. We are best friends and happy together,” and then say: “But I am having 
an affair.” 
 
A patient of hers, we’ll call Bill, is in a wonderful marriage.  Great kids, financial secure, successful 
careers, and Bill finds his wife attractive and a great lover.  Bill says my life is good.  But Bill is having an 
affair.  Bill goes on to say “I’m having an affair with someone I would never date – ever ever ever.”   
And finally, Bill says, “I know this will ruin everything that I have, but I won’t stop.”   
 
Is this crazy?  It happens.  Perel (the marriage therapist) was puzzled.  She kept probing into these 
types of cases.  And she makes a discovery 
 
“As I listen to Bill, I start to suspect that his affair is about neither his wife nor their relationship. His  
story echoes a theme that has come up repeatedly in my work: affairs as a 
form of self-discovery, a quest for a new identity”. Secluded from the responsibilities of everyday life, 
the parallel universe of the affair is often idealized, infused with the promise of transcendence.” 
 
What Bill is doing, what Gomer is doing, what the Israelites are doing is seeking a new identity away 
from God.7   
 
Gomer is building an identity in the arms of other lovers.     
Israel is building an identity on other gods like Baal.   
Bill is just crazy.  No, Bill is tired of being “the good guy” and wants to as he says later in the article 
“someone that breaks rules” 
 
Now I know this idea of idolatry might seem foreign. You are not making sacrifices in you backyard to 
Baal.  And if you are, we should talk.   

 
6 Economic prosperity, materialism, income inequality (Barrett 2008: pp. 29).  Amos 3:15 for examples of extreme wealth.  
7 In fact, a new identity and a promise of transcendence is what Adam and Eve did in the garden.   
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The point here is that unfaithfulness to God is when God is not at the center of everything that we do.  
It’s when we build an identity on something other than God.   
 
What do we build our identities on?  Let me give you some clues on where you might be building your 
identity:  
 

• Work: Do you overwork?  Do you worry constantly about your job?  I do.  I’ve shared with you 
in the past that as a professor, my standing in academia is based on novel groundbreaking 
research studies.  And I spend days/weeks trying to come up with the next “big idea.”  And let 
me confess, that my biggest fear in life is that I’m out of ideas, that I’m washed up, and that 
people in my profession and dept will think of me in the same manner.  My dad had the same 
problem.  He was in construction.  He was a master electrician in charge of wiring the biggest 
towers in San Francisco. The pressure was immense and his reputation was always on the line.  
Both my dad and I have built identities based on our work.   

• Parenting:  Does your value as a parent depend on whether your child achieves academic 
success and gets into a good college?  If your child struggles in anyway, do you see this as a 
personal reflection as a parent?   

• Grades: If you are a student, how much do your grades matter?  What if you failed a course?  
How devastated would you be?  Would you hide if from others.   

• Perfectionism: There are some people who must get every detail right.  You might know the 
type, you might be one.    Why?   

• Guilt: Are you plagued by guilt?  Do you hear voices saying that you should have done _____?   
 
The common them here is that in work, parenting, grades, perfection, guilt – they all point to us 
building our lives on something other than God.  If we don’t do a great job at work, parenting, or 
school – it utter devastates us.  We live our lives for it.  And like perfectionism and guilt, all of these 
idols are largely premised on reputation.  Reputation.  What do other people think of me?  Will other 
people accept me?   
 
So we might not be worshipping Baal, but we do worship other things.  And Hosea is saying, that if you 
– if you overwork, over parent, flip out with grades, you are unfaithful – you are like Gomer and are 
cheating on God.  And like Gomer, none of these infidelities will ever satisfy.  Did you do a great job at 
work?  Did you kid succeed today?  Did you ace that exam?  Well what about tomorrow?  What about 
next week?  You will never find peace, because you always have to prove yourself.   
 
When you build your identity on anything other than god, when you turn into the arms of others for 
your identity – you will be Yizreel (scattered), Lo-Ruhamah (not loved), and God will not be present 
(Lo-Ammi).   
 
The puzzle of why Gomer, of why the Israelites cheat leads to an even bigger puzzle in the passage.   
 
3. God’s redemptive Plan 
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Yet the Israelites will be like the sand on the seashore, which cannot be measured or 
counted. In the place where it was said to them, ‘You are not my people,’ they will be 
called ‘children of the living God.’ 11The people of Judah and the people of Israel will 
come together; they will appoint one leader and will come up out of the land, for great 
will be the day of Jezreel. C 
“Say of your brothers, ‘My people,’ and of your sisters, ‘My loved one.’ 

 
Great will the be the day of Jezreel?  Didn’t we read earlier.  Call him Jezreel In that day I will break 
Israel’s bow in the Valley of Jezreel.   
 
This passage reverses the brokenness caused by our unfaithfulness.  Jezreel = scatter in Hebrew also 
means = planted.  God is planting us.  Hosea 2:1  Not loved becomes loved one.  Lo-Ruhamah becomes 
Ruhamah.  Not me people becomes “My People.”  Lo-Ammi becomes Ammi.  In the Hebrew the Lo, the 
not is removed.     
 
How does this happen?  Let me emphasize that this is the biggest puzzle.   
 
Imagine this: you are married.  You love your spouse.  And you come home one day to find your spouse 
in bed with another person.    Could you easily forgive?   No!  Forgiveness wouldn’t happen the next 
day.  For those who have actually experienced infidelity, you know that forgiveness is a long process.  
Why?  There is a debt.   
 
Anytime there is betrayal, anytime there is brokenness in a relationship there is a debt.  Tim Keller 
describes: When someone wrongs you (friend, colleague, family member), there’s two choices.  You 
either make them pay (anger, let them have it) or you pay and swallow your anger.  But someone has 
to pay.  For forgiveness, for unfaithfulness to be reversed, there is a debt that must be settled.   
 
Go back to  
Exodus 24:  
 

Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it to the people. They responded, 
“We will do everything the Lord has said; we will obey.” 
 
Moses then took the blood, sprinkled it on the people and said, “This is the blood of 
the covenant that the Lord has made with you in accordance with all these words.” 

 
The Israelites marriage with God is a blood covenant.  What this means is that if the covenant is 
broken, if we are not faithful to the covenant, blood must be shed to restore it.  When we are 
unfaithful to God, when we sin, there is a debt that must be paid.   
 
For the great reversal to happen,  for the puzzle to be solved, for God to go from “Not Loved” to “My 
Loved One”, for God to go from “Not my people” to “My people” the debt caused by our 
unfaithfulness had to be paid.   
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How is this debt paid?   
 
On the night that Jesus was betrayed,  
 

he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 
all of you. 28 This is my blood of the b covenant, which is poured out for many for the 
forgiveness of sins (Matthew 26) 
 
 

Jesus pays the debt.  On the cross, pays for the debt of our unfaithfulness.  On the cross, Jesus pays for 
the debt of our sins.  On the cross, we are forgiven.   
 
The great puzzle of Hosea 1, how we can go from Not Loved to Loved, how we can go from not his 
people to his people, is solved in Jesus Christ on the cross.    
 
Hebrews 10:10 

we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
 
We are made holy in Jesus Christ.  In Jesus Christ, we become a chosen people.   
 
1 Peter 2: 9-10 
 

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special 
possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness 
into his wonderful light. 1 0Once you were not a people, but now you are the people 
of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy 

 
In Jesus Christ, we are a royal priesthood.  And like Hosea, our lives should be the message.   
 
What is the message of our lives?  Is it a message of faithfulness?   
 
As followers of Jesus, we should be a people (not person), we should be a priesthood (not singular 
priest), we should be in discipleship, regularly meeting, praying together and praising our Lord.  We will 
also be unfaithful at some point. We will stray.  And we will need brothers and sisters in Christ to 
gently point out our unfaithfulness, our infidelities, and point us back to Christ.   
 
Friends, let us go forth to be a royal priesthood, let us be faithful partners with God to bring about His 
redemptive plan to live lives that always love, to live lives that lay down our rights for the sake of 
others, that live lives that point to Jesus. 
 
Let us pray.   
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